Hue University and the collaboration with Kyoto University

Le Van An,
Office for International Cooperation, Hue University

Hue University was initially founded in 1957 with four higher education faculties: Faculty of
Teachers' Training, Faculty of Sciences, Faculty of Letters and Faculty of Law, and then the
Faculty of Medicine and other training centers. After the reunification of the country (1975),
independent colleges were established on the basis of the existing faculties namely Hue
University of Pedagogy, Hue University of Sciences, Hue University of Medicine and College of
Arts. In 1983, the University of Agriculture No.2 was displaced from Ha Bac province to Hue
city and renamed Hue University of Agriculture and Forestry. In 1994, all the existing
independent Universities in Hue jointed together to establish Hue University and they changed
their names to Colleges. At the moment, Hue University consists of 7 Colleges: College of
Pedagogy, College of Sciences, College of Medicine and Pharmacy, College of Agriculture and
Forestry, College of Arts, College of Economics, College of Foreign Languages; and two
Faculties including Faculty of Physical Education and Faculty of Tourism. Hue University is a
multi-disciplinary and multi-field training as a major academic institution in the Central Vietnam.
The University has 92 undergraduate training programs for Degree of Bachelor, Engineering,
Architect, Medical doctor, and Dentist; 79 training programs for master and 24 training programs
for PhDs. The University has about 3,000 staff and about 45,000 students following the intensive
and in-service training programs at different Colleges of Hue University.

Hue University and Kyoto University were established the collaboration in research and student
exchange programs since 2006, initially by the cooperation between College of Agriculture and
Forestry of Hue University and Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies of Kyoto
University. In September 2007, Hue University and Kyoto University have signed the General
Memorandum for Academic Cooperation and Exchange between two universities (MoU). The
Kyoto University has an Office in Hue to operate the collaboration activities. The internship
program for Kyoto students has been organizing every year at Hue University, with the total of
46 undergraduate students studied in Hue. In summer 2007, 10 students of Hue University came
to Kyoto University for 2-week study visit program. Annually, a number of graduated students of
Kyoto University study in Hue for Master and PhD programs. The topics of study are diversity
including social, cultural, economic and livelihood of Vietnamese people in different ecological
conditions of lowlands to uplands of Vietnam. In research collaboration, a research project on
“Enhancing community resilience and livelihood security to cope with natural disaster in central
Vietnam” which is supported by JICA has been implementing since 2006. A number of research
projects which were funded by Kyoto University were implemented. From this year 2009 the
Kyoto University Hue Field Campus is established in Hue University to coordinate project on
Environmental Education which is supported by the Ministry of Education of Japan.

On this collaboration, Hue University and Kyoto University are creating learning opportunity for
students, academic cooperation for researchers of both universities as well as supporting the local
people and communities in Vietnam to improve their livelihood.
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