Networking to Promote Student Exchange at Hue University, Vietnam

Le Van An
Director of the Department of International Cooperation

Hue University, 3 Le Loi St., Hue, Vietnam

Hue University is one of 3 regional and 14 major universities in Vietnam. It is located in Hue, the
city of World Cultural Heritage in the central part of Vietnam. Hue city is located in the area of
emerging economic zone due to the newly constructed East-West corridor, of the multi-culture
interaction between the countries in Greater Mekong Sub-Region. Hue City is also known as a center
of high quality education in the Vietnamese history, during the imperial time of some hundred years
ago till present. Hue University is a multi-disciplinary institute including basic sciences, natural
sciences, social sciences, medicine and art. The University consists of 7 colleges including Sciences,
Pedagogy, Agriculture and Forestry, Economics, Medicine and pharmacy, Art, Foreign languages
with 88 training programs for undergraduate, 59 master training programs and 23 PhD training
programs. The University has over 40,000 students and 3000 staff.

Hue University has close relation with universities and institutes in the world, particularly in Asia.
The Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies (GSGES) of Kyoto University has signed the
collaborative agreement on research and education with the College of Agriculture and Forestry of
Hue University in October 2004. The interactive partnership between Hue University and GSGES
may foster education, academic and implementing programs which contribute to the environment
management, community-based rural development and livelihood security in Asia. It was further
enhanced to a bilateral collaboration between Kyoto University and Hue University under the
agreement signed on 15" September 2007

From 2005, students from Kyoto, including undergraduate and master courses come to Hue
University to study under the internship program and student exchange program. In 2007, students of
Hue University had a study visit to Kyoto University.

The two universities are also implementing a project on “Enhancing Community Resilience and
Livelihood Security to Cope with Natural Disaster in Central Vietnam” under the JICA Partnership
Program since 2006. It provides us good opportunities for understanding each other, as well as lively
materials for training students through fieldworks and community-based activities. The collaboration
between the universities in research and education fields are closely linked and contributing

effectively to enhance the services of both universities.
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