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In its mission statement, Kyoto University states its intention ‘to pursue harmonious 

coexistence within human and ecological community on this planet.’ By our definition, this 

‘community’ is not limited to humans, but includes non-humans ranging ‘from animals and plants to 

rocks and streams.’ Guided by this mission statement, we are striving to better accommodate modern 

science and technology within the diverse and rich cultures of Asian and other countries. The 

internationalization of our education program should also be in line with goals of our mission 

statement.  

As far as the internationalization of our campus is concerned, a long-term concern of the 

university management has been how to internationalize the junior undergraduate students in our 

university. In this presentation I would like to talk about our efforts in that area. 

We are currently operating three university wide programs for undergraduate students. 

They are the Kyoto University International Exchange Program (KUINEP), the International 

Exchange Program (IEP) for short exchanges and the Kyoto Consortium for Japanese Studies 

(KCJS) & Stanford Center for Technology and Innovation (SCTI) Auditing Program.  

Our future vision for the internationalization of our campus is manifested in our “10 Year 

Plan to Promote Multilingual Education.” In order to achieve the goals of this plan we need to 

collaborate with the international academic community. This idea will be further explained when I 

describe our idea for the “ISEPO Net System.” 

Finally I would like to discuss some issues which we are facing every day. First, what role 

can the central office for internationalization play in a strong research oriented university. Second, 

are there effective measures for risk management?  Third, what are the most effective ways to 

secure to funding? 

International Center 
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