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The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, located on the southeastern coast of the People’s Republic of 
China, is home to over 6.9 million people.  The densely populated city thrives as an international hub for 
social, political and economic networks.  It is the policy direction of the government to foster Hong Kong to 
become an international education hub in the region.  For this to happen, campuses need to be international.  
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology has been working on campus internationalization in a 
number of areas: student recruitment; campus life; academic experience; and institutional collaboration. 

The University has been actively recruiting overseas high-achievers as HKUST undergraduates by conducting 
information sessions at selected overseas high schools, advertising in key overseas media, and participating in 
overseas recruitment fairs.  For the brightest minds, the University also offers scholarships.  The number of 
received applications and admitted students has been increasing every year, together with the diversity of the 
student population.   

With a diverse student population, the University understands that the campus must adapt to suit the needs of 
the different student groups.  The University has done this through a number of ways, including the 
organization of an extensive 2-week long orientation program for new incoming students that prepares them 
for university life in HKUST and living in Hong Kong.  HKUST organizes activities and events that aim at 
bringing the various cultural groups together and fostering a multicultural campus community.  Staff puts a 
lot of effort on the counseling needs of international students, providing them with guidance and someone to 
talk to for any academic or personal issues.  The types of eating outlets are now more diverse in order to meet 
the various needs of the international student population. 

HKUST also puts great emphasis on enriching local students with international exposure.  HKUST has one of 
the most extensive undergraduate exchange programs in Asia with over 130 exchange partners worldwide.  
There are plenty of other student opportunities to gain international experience in all disciplines through 
internships, research projects, and study abroad programs.  In addition to the international outlook that our 
global faculty can provide, the academic experience that is offered is truly international.   

At HKUST, campus internationalization initiatives are led by the International and Mainland Students and 
Programs Office (IMSPO).  The unit works closely with Schools and other administrative units in 
understanding and addressing the needs that come from campus internationalization.    
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While there are obvious benefits to campus internationalization, the effort also brings along challenges that 
universities must face.  These include 1) maintaining harmony between local and overseas student groups; 2) 
recruiting staff that understands internationalization; 3) reviewing academic programs to ensure that existing 
curriculum suits the needs of a diverse student population. 
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