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ABSTRACT 

This presentation will provide the Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) 
as a case study to illustrate the roles of a consortium in stimulating and 
promoting international research collaborations.  Established in 1997 and 
currently with a membership of 37 leading research universities in the Pacific 
Rim, APRU was formed to foster education, research and enterprise with the aim 
of contributing to the economic, scientific and cultural advancement in the 
Pacific Rim.  To date, APRU has successfully established regular research 
symposiums which provide networking platforms that facilitate knowledge 
exchange and professional development of experts and researchers in the related 
fields.  Research projects have also been initiated to address critical research 
topics of common concern.  These collaborations have been invaluable in 
stimulating and promoting active cross-border research among APRU member 
universities.  The challenges facing such international collaborations will be 
discussed and the accomplishments of these undertakings will also be 
highlighted. 
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