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The project studied the history and ongoing use of colonial-era “experimental forests”, which were
established by the Japanese Empire and governed by Japanese universities during the pre-World War 11
period in Taiwan, Korea, Sakhalin (Russia). These forest areas were designated for research, with the
primary purpose of investigating new plantation management models and economically valuable tree
varieties, such as camphor. The experimental forests were, in some ways, modelled after European
colonial initiatives as well as the domestic research forest stations within Japan, such as the Ashiu
University Forest established in 1921 by Kyoto Imperial University (now Kyoto University, Faculty of
Agriculture). Although these experimental forests, both within and outside of Japan, served primarily
economical purposes after their establishment, over time they evolved to very different ends, including
wildlife conservation areas, recreation/eco-tourism parks, ecological research stations, and indigenous
cultural centers. These changes not only reflect the shift from colonial to sovereign nation control but
also the pivot away from economical to research purposes.

In this project, we compared the history, ongoing use, and cultural representations of the Liugui (also
spelled Liouguei) experimental forest in Taiwan and the Ashiu Forest Research Station (formerly Ashiu
University Forest) in Japan to understand how university-governed forest spaces have transformed their
identity into the modern era. In both cases, this involved a transition to tourism and recreation, and a
sharp divergence from plantations and other economical uses. However, relations with local people
(Japan) or indigenous people (Taiwan), remained strained until recent years. A new forest use contract in
Ashiu Forest, and ongoing indigenous rights movements in Taiwan have revealed perhaps a new chapter
of relations concerning university forest governance, and the possibility of many such research spaces
working closer with local people, effecting broader education, and providing green space for citizens.

Project outcomes can be found at: heritagefoodliteracy.com/indigenous-forests

St D /Prospects for future research collaboration

The research team, comprising Principal Investigators from Kyoto University, Faculty of Agriculture and
National Taiwan University, Faculty of Geography, have worked together for over three years
documenting the innovative shifts in forest and park uses over the years. This research is spread out over
numerous countries in East and Southeast Asia, including Japan and Taiwan, but also Cambodia,
Vietnam, Laos, Malaysia, and the Philippines. The research contains a strand focusing on forest
resources, such as Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFP), such as wild edible plants, mushrooms, fish and
wildlife. The research also focuses on unique governance methods that involve local actors, often
indigenous people who live near forests. To study this, an ECR supported by this fund has received a
follow-up scholarship from the Taiwanese government to come to KU as a visiting PhD student.

Therefore, future collaboration will focus on two main points

1. Expanding the research of colonial / university forests to include additional case studies in
Japan, but also examples abroad governed by other former imperial powers. This would enhance
the comparative value of the current case studies from Japan and Taiwan.

2. Comparing the forest governance by research and university actors to those that include other
stakeholders, such as park authorities, ministries of environment, conservation NGOs, and
especially indigenous people’s associations.

We plan to publish these comparative findings while recruiting additional researchers to this project. For
now, project outcomes are contained at the project website: heritagefoodliteracy.com/indigenous-forests




