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Recent Initiatives by the University of Tokyo to Promote  
International Student Exchange

Prof. Kazuhiko TAKEUCHI 

Vice President for International Relations 

In keeping with the progress of globalization, research universities of the world are pressed to 

respond to increasing demands to strengthen international competitiveness. How international student 

exchange programs are promoted at the University of Tokyo (Todai) will herein be discussed. 

Todai is currently making full use of a new international alliance, the International Alliance of 

Research Universities (IARU) formed in January of 2006 to promote international exchange, in 

addition to existing mutual exchange activities, such as summer camps among the members of 

Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) and the Association of East Asian Research 

Universities (AEARU).  

Todai also has established the “Todai-Yale Initiative” at Yale University to promote exchange by 

sending doctoral students as well as faculty in the fields of humanities and social sciences. In the 

summer of 2007, Todai hosted Yale summer program for the first time. In addition, a plan to hold a 

global summer program is underway among the IARU member universities, which aims to start the 

actual program during the academic year 2008.  

At some graduate schools at Todai, English courses are offered for students from abroad. 

Furthermore, the Graduate School of Frontier Sciences, in cooperation with the Integrated Research 

System for Sustainability Science (IR3S), introduced a new Master’s program in April, 2007. The 

program formally started in October, in which the entrance exams and all classes are given in English. 

Todai’s overseas liaison office in Beijing plays a key role in the on-going student exchange 

programs, such as the acceptance of graduate students from the School of International Studies at 

Peking University, and “Chinese National Project for University Students to Study Abroad”.   

The ultimate goal of international exchange of students is the internationalization of education. For 

this purpose, it is imperative that Todai enhance the international presence, provide more substantive 

international campus infrastructure, give opportunities for Todai students to study at international sites 

and encourage the promotion of international student exchange activities where the students play a 

leading role.  
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