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ABSTRACT 

The international research collaborations of the University of Tokyo have been 
carried out by the pure curiosity of individual faculty members or by responding to the 
need of each discipline. 

In the year 2004, the University of Tokyo got its autonomous status as a 
“national university corporation” due to legal change for all national universities in 
Japan.  One year before the corporation, the University of Tokyo drafted a charter 
which should guide us as an autonomous university.  The charter was drafted 
observing the globalization process going on and trying to make it an opportunity for 
the University of Tokyo to have an international aspect. 

The charter pointed out two values which are important to us.  One is to 
explore the highest scholarship and to serve to the public through the achievements in 
higher learning.  The second is that we will recognize ourselves as a Japanese 
university located in Asia and that we will strive to strengthen our links with Asia. 

The University of Tokyo embraces a great variety of disciplines and research 
areas with its 10 faculties, 16 graduate schools, 11 research institutes, 21 
university-wide centers, and numerous research centers which has accumulated in the 
130 years of history.  The research and the related international activities have been 
carried out by pure curiosity of respective departments or researchers themselves. 

These international activities will continue to develop but with the above 
mentioned corporatization some of the activities will be aligned and supported to 
achieve the goals pointed out in our charter. 

Now we see some interdisciplinary networks or initiatives evolving which try to 
focus on global issues.  There are some international collaborative works within the 
framework of East Asia which seek common grounds and differences in this region.  
Some departments create research labs abroad to explore a new frontier. 
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The globalization seems to push us towards a “global standardized” value 
system leading the world’s universities to work in the same manner on same problems, 
at the first place.  But working abroad with international partners, we also see that 
there is a strong need to treat different culture and different countries differently and 
that the appreciation for cultural diversities is important. 

Relating this with our second emphasis mentioned in our charter we will drive 
our international collaboration forward. 

Although the international research collaborations seem to be taking a good 
step we still see that much more work should be done for the international education.  
We also see that we need to build more frameworks and also facilities to do so.   

In the coming years we will work on this and we hope to meet our charter 
emphases both in research and educational aspects. 
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