Kyoto University European Center

The Kyoto University European Center has returned to Heidelberg.

After the staff members dispatched from Kyoto in March 2020, we had been operating the center remotely with local staff in the
pandemic for about two years, and finally landed in Europe on 7 March 2022. We will never forget the moment when we went to
the office immediately after arriving at the airport and opened its doors for the first time in a long time.

From there, we gradually resumed full-fledged activities at the center, but it is when we welcome researchers, students and visi-
tors from other universities and institutions to the office and talk to them face to face that we are most aware that operations he-
re have resumed.

First of all, we were able to visit our close partners with whom we have maintained online relationships, such as the Strategic
Partnership universities and HeKKSaGOn members, which is one of the priority activities of the European Center, and to confirm
our collaboration once again.

Another focus of our work is the support for ECRs (Early Career Researchers), which has been an exceedingly difficult over the
past two years. With travel restrictions being eased and lifted, we have started to provide new support through the JSPS
Overseas Research Fellowship, in addition to matching funds with DAAD and support for young researchers in the Strategic Part-
nership. We were also pleased to hold the first face-to-face DNA for ECRs workshop for young researchers, which was launched
online in the wake of the pandemic.

While the world was gradually returning to normal after the pandemic, the situation in Ukraine shook the world and our Euro-
pean sites were also affected to no small extent. In accepting students from two Ukrainian universities with which Kyoto Universi-
ty has concluded academic exchange agreements, the European Center played an important role as an intermediary. During the
tense online connection with Kiev, we were touched by the enthusiasm of the Ukrainian university people to keep the fire of aca-
demia burning, and it was a great pleasure to host their students.

Our European Center will continue to strengthen and expand our network in Europe with values such as diversity and inclusiven-
ess in mind. We would like to thank you all for your support.

Development in Kyoto University’s Strategic Partnerships in 2022

Kyoto University has four strategic partnerships within the Eu-
ropean region since 2019, and the European Center actively
supports their activities.

The agreement with the University of Vienna and the University
of Bordeaux, which were signed in 2019, will enter the second
phase of their partnership with the renewal of their first Me-
morandum of Understanding.

Commemorating the third anniversary of their relationship,
University of Vienna and Kyoto University held an online event
in November 2022. In the presence of the Executive Board, the
partners reaffirmed their commitment and researchers intro-
duced their collaborative research projects. While this year’s
event took place online, two symposia with University of Zu-
rich in March and with Universitat Hamburg in June 2023 are
already being planned to be held in person.

Online event commemorating the third anniversary of Kyoto University’s and University of
Vienna’s strategic partnership

One of the main incentives of Kyoto University's strategic
partnerships are joint calls for research funding, encouraging
research cooperations between the partner universities. In
2022, we have made further advances by adding several new
initiatives to the existing calls. The scope and research areas
have been extended beyond existing support and fields with
University of Vienna. In addition, we established a new frame-
work to dispatch young researchers with Universitat Hamburg.

After a couple of years, in which it was difficult to carry out
activities involving travel due to the world-wide pandemic, we
have finally been able to gradually resume the mobility of re-
searchers and the activities between the strategic partnerships
are showing signs of revival. Utilizing this momentum, we
would like to develop the relationships from bilateral ones to
wider, multi-lateral research-education collaborations in the
near future, to unlock internal and external resources to
strengthen and diversify the schemes for next generation rese-
archers.

Kyoto University has successfully reached out to top-tier international
partners committed to international and interdisciplinary research.
Information on existing partnerships, joint calls, and events is available
here.




DNA for ECRs’ support for young researchers

DNA for ECRs (Doitsu-Nihon Academy for Early Career Rese-
archers) - started in 2021 - is a training workshop jointly orga-
nised with the DAAD Tokyo Office and has been held three
times in 2022. A novum was the participation of B.A. and M.A.
students, who are now also eligible to sign up for this program.

Another  positive
development is
that more than
half of the appli-
cations were fe-
male, which we
supported by re-
serving slots for
women.

Participants of "DNA for
ECRs" event at Kyoto
University in July 2022

Al DA

[Al DA (Ambitious Intelligence Dynamic Acceleration)] is the
generical term name for programs in which we aim to accele-
rate international career development of ambitious young re-
searchers (early career researchers, ECRs).

Under the current framework the DAAD-Kyoto University Part-
nership Programme towards SDGs provides funding to assist
the mobility and networks of ECRs to foster academic ex-
change and cooperation between higher education and rese-
arch institutions in Germany and Kyoto University for the
purpose of contributing to the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Until last year, mobility was hindered by the
pandamic.

This year - luckily - we welcomed Dr. Yao Ziang at our office
— the first Al DA recipient visiting Europe after the break. He
studies at the Department of Urban Management at Kyoto
University and met leading European researchers in the field of
traffic simulation. Dr. Ziang was thankful for the opportunity
to build networks and lay the foundation for his future career.

Thankfully, we were able to organize face-to-face meetings in
July and November, with the participation of students and
young researchers from Kyoto and German students, who are
recipients of DAAD scholarships and were able to come to Ja-
pan. In both events, the workshop theme was “Networking and
Collaborating in Global Science”. Participants learned effective
networking techniques from classroom lectures and practiced
them on the spot.

Because of the program'’s success in Japan, we consider future
cooperations in such initiatives with European universities,
which offer workshop programs as well as op-
portunities for international and interdiscipli-
nary ECR exchange.

Kyoto University and the Kyoto University European Center offer a
variety of events. Stay up to date with information from our news page.

"Light and Mind" being
discussed by Dr. Yamamoto
and artist Tobias Daemgen

We also managed
to restart  our
"Kamogawa Talk" -

a lecture series
jointly  organized
with Goethe-
Institut Osaka
Kyoto/

Villa Kamogawa. The series promotes the exchange between
young representatives from academia, art, and culture in a re-
laxed atmosphere. This year, for example, multimedia artist
Tobias Daemgen and Dr. Hiroki Yamamoto (Graduate School
of Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto
University) discussed the topic "Light and
Mind": its fundamental physical properties,
the neurological processes of its perception in
art to light in religious spaces.

Detailed information about Al DA, its activities and programs is
available here.

HeKKSaGOn x L-INSIGHT spin-off Programme

HeKKSaGOn is an alliance of
German and Japanese univer-
sities - in which we function as
a liaison office together with
Heidelberg University Office,
Kyoto. An attempt to promote
dialogue among young resear-
chers (Fellows) using this plat-
form was carried out online
last November ("Five Dialo-
gues for Future Research and
Science with Early Career Re-
searchers"). As a follow-up
programme, we were very
pleased that a face-to-face
workshop was held at Heidel-
berg University in November
2022.

Announcement for "Seven Dialouges for
Future Research and Early Career
Researchers" 2022

One of the aims of this spin-
off programme is to ensure
that ECRs not only refine their own field of research, but also
have a cross-disciplinary perspective in an increasingly com-
plex society. At the Heidelberg workshop, researchers with dif-
ferent approaches to the common topic ‘environmental
protection' met and engaged in lively discussions.

The second workshop, "Seven Dialogues”, with two more Fel-
lows than last year, was held online in December. Again, the
three German universities of the HeKKSaGOn were at the core
of the programme, and by making full use of the networks
established by the European Center, we were able to gather a
wide range of dialogue participants from the Universitat Ham-
burg, Technical University of Munich, Charité Medical Univer-
sity, German Cancer Research Centre and Max Planck
Institute, among others. We were also grateful for the involve-
ment of coordinators from Heidelberg University, Goéttingen
University and Karlsruhe Institute of Technology from the
planning stage, who showed sympathy and understanding for
this ECRs training programme.

We have become aware that it is an important function of the
European Center to provide that first step for ECRs together
with our staff in Kyoto as a single mechanism. Our office
hopes, that they will utilize such opportunities and make the
next steps to further build their careers based on the
foundation of the international networks ma-
de here.

To get the broader picture, please have a look at this year’s program,
which includes information on the panels and the speakers.
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Kyoto University European Center Director Prof. Yokoyama'’s Visits to Europe

Professor Mika Yokoyama was appointed director of the Kyoto
University European Center two years ago in November 2020.
Since then she and her team had to face many unforeseeable
challenges due to the pandemic: managing relations,
programs, and events from afar as well as keeping contacts
and the academic exchange alive via ones and zeros traveling
around the globe through thin wires. Despite all the problems
and some downturns, there was growth in relationships and
contacts, which are the basis to continue what had to be put
on hold or build back what has been lost.

This year - finally - Professor Yokoyama was able to visit Euro-
pe for the first time in her position as our director. On her in-
augural tour, she visited Kyoto University’s strategic partners
and close allies in Bordeaux, Hamburg, Zurich, Vienna, and
Heidelberg collecting many impressions of the universities and
deepening the ties between the institutions.

On a second trip, she attended the joint symposium of Kyoto
University and the University of Strasbourg, which commemo-
rated the 30th anniversary of the Memorandum of Understan-
ding between Kyoto University and Strasbourg University. The
two universities organize such symposiums to discuss topics in
various, but common fields, bringing researchers of both uni-
versities together to build networks and exchange ideas. Pro-
fessor Yokoyama was chosen to hold the closing remarks for
this year’s symposium celebrating the anniversary.

Next year, Professor Yokoyama will further travel to Europe to
strengthen the networks between Kyoto University and its
partners all over Europe while also creating opportunities for
international exchange of people and knowledge.

ac

Kyoto University European Center’s Student and Educational Activities

In 2022, our mission to support students and researchers in
their endeavor go abroad continued — be it at Kyoto Universi-
ty, be itin Europe.

Like in the years past, we participated and organized events to
present Kyoto University to European students and to offer in-
formation about opportuni-
ties to take the steps towards
an international experience.
For example, we co-organi-
zed an event for students
enrolled at German universi-
ties in October with other
European oversea supported
by the Japanese Consulate
(Munich). We focused on the
presentation of Kyoto Uni-
versity's commitment to in-
terdisciplinary research and
its chances for exchange stu-
dents, while giving the au-
dience the chance to hear
first-hand reports.

Ph.D. student Shimoyama Chiharu studying
manuscripts at Heidelberg University Library’s
Manuscript Reading Room

Editorial

We were also happy to support Ph.D. students like Ms. Shi-
moyama Chiharu, who supervised by Prof. Abe Takeshi of
Kyoto University’s Graduate School of Human and Environ-
mental Studies. The Kyoto University European Center helped
her to get access and contacts to archives holding the source
material for her doctorate thesis on Hans-Georg Gadamer and
Thomas Kuhn.

Another student from Kyoto Universit’s Department of Archi-
tecture visited our office. Mr. Narihara Takanori studies the IBA
project in the Ruhrgebiet as an example for the conversion of
industrial areas to recreational areas. He characterized his stay
as highly inspirational both scientifically and personally.

Ms. Shimoyama and Mr. Narihara are an example for the few
researchers who were able to continue their research abroad.
However, because of the high interest of students and eager-
ness of researchers to go abroad, are looking
forward to welcoming and supporting stu-
dents and researchers to accomplish their
educational and research goals home and
abroad in the future.

An overview over programs and schemes can be found here.

We hope you enjoyed this year’s greetings. One thing that was particularly striking while editing this letter: Most of the texts and
pictures in this issue are about people meeting and connecting in person. After a long time, we are finally able to meet partners
and friends - old and new. Researchers, students, and staff are luckily able to move and many are eager to leave their home
offices, online meetings, and "native" labs behind to explore new shores. The years past taught us lessons good as well as bad.
Let us keep the good, and leave the bad behind. The world is still facing many challenges.

However, the major lesson of the past crisis is that we can overcome overwhelming obstacles if we come together and work
towards solutions as one.

Our whole team wishes you a successful and prolific Japanese zodiac’s year of the rabbit 2023.
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